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i have an 89 cavalier. IT has a hydraulic clutch. It was grinding when i shifted to reverse for sometime. Someone told me that i had air in my lines so i decided to bleed the system. i read the repair manual and performed the procedure myself. The instructions in the manual said to:
1. make sure reservoir is full
2.loosten the bleeder screw on the slave cylinder.
I did this and no fluid came out like it was sopose to...infact, i took the whole screw off and nothing came out. Now i've never bled a clutch before, but i have bled plenty brakes. Figuring that i was suppose to do the same thing, I had an assistant depress the clutch pedal. I learned later that I souldn't have done this. Now I have no clutch at all. I tried re-bleeding the system, but the same thing happens (i get no flow). What could be the problem and how can i fix this?
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Follow this procedure to properly bleed the hydraulic clutch which is similar to bleeding brakes.

1) Top off the clutch master cylinder reservoir.

2) Put a clear plastic tube on the bleeder nipple and submerge the end of the tube in a jar with some clutch hydraulic fluid.

3) Slowly depress the clutch pedal.

4) SLIGHTLY loosen the bleeder nipple.

5) While fluid is traveling through the tube, tighten the bleeder BEFORE the pedal is fully depressed.

6) Release pedal.

Repeat procedure until you are certain:

A) No bubbles appear in the fluid stream.

B) The bleeder was opened after the clutch pedal started depressing and was closed before the pedal reached the bottom.

C) The master cylinder reservoir never uncovered the ports in the bottom.

Make sure the slave cylinder is tightly fastened to the transmission case and does not move when the clutch pedal is depressed.

Look for threaded adjustment rods in the slave cylinder and clutch pedal linkages that can be used to insure the clutch is fully released BEFORE the clutch pedal is fully depressed.

Please let us know if this advice helps you solve your vehicle problems and if you have additional questions and observations. Also let us know what the final resolution is so that we may help others with similar problems.
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i followed this procedure and now my clutch is working very well. Thank you very much for your help! =)



	


